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SERMON 


Preached before the 


KING 


WHITEHALL 


pſu the 22. - 


| Galar, iv. Part of the 18 verſe, 


It is good to be Fetonſly "nes avg 
.1T8'@ __ thing. ' 


' 


9 wY PN this Chapter, St, Paul expoſtulates 
UILES with theGolatians, that they were ſo 

as much degenerated fromthe trueSpi- 
Pit of Chriſtian: Liberty, /as to ſeem defirous. of 
the Jewiſh Yoke; : ſton which the: Precious 
Dobd\of Chriſt had ſer the: Jes free, certainly 
T> A 2 therefore 
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therefore the Gentiles; the Apoſtle himſelf by his 
* Doftrine, having fully caught them the extent, 
and uſe of that Freedome. | 
Of which dangerous Error, he diſcovers 
the cauſe in the 17th verſe, Is it not, ſays he, 
that there are crept in among .you deceitful 
Teachers? Men, who pretend to be as zelous 
for you, as we the true Miniſters of Chriſt, 
\ can be? yet you ought to judge of them, not 
by the heat of their Zele, but by irs effeRs, 
They zelouſly, ſays he, aff you, but not well, For 
they wauld exclude you, or us, as ſome Copies have . 
jt: Tou from the true Mich : Vs, from being 
crue Apoſtles,- -But Schiſm, -and- Separation, 
| mens unjuſt Excluding themſelves,or others out 
of the Church, are always works of a falſe Zele, 
never figns of a true, Wherefore; fays he, be- 
ql ware- of them : their-Zele is the more to be 
| ſuſpefted, for being. ſo violent : For though 
| it be good to be zelouſly affefled —_— yet it ſhould 
be only-iv' a good thing.”> - 
1 - 'My' Texc, you ſec, conſiſts of Two Parts. 
Firſt,a juſt Commendation of true,Religious 
Zele: and that, in the urmoſt extent of ic ; & 
3 I good to bezehbuſh, zelouſh affefled'aluiays... 
0G RG WR of ſuch Zele,fo 
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as-it may deſervethac Commendation: Ir thould 
be- in a geod thing. 

The ſubſtance of both ts, That true Zele is 
a moſt excellent Grace : but that the truth - of 
it is to beeſteem'd, not ſo much by the .n 
of the Paſſions , of which it is compoſed ; 
by the Goodneſs of the things, about ahich | it 
Is employed. 

In treating of this Dodtrine, it will be need- 
ful for us to examine, Firſt, what is the Name, 
and Nature, and Cauſes of true Zele 2: That fo 
we may prove it to be a good thing, to be zglouſty 
offefied. 7 

- Secondly, what are the Bounds,and Extremes, 
what the Corruptions, and Remedies of Lele ? 
that ſo we may reduce, and confine it to its pro- 
per Work, which is, to be zelous in a good thing. 

_ Of. theſe Two particulars, -if now, by the 
Grace of God, we ſhall makea right Uſe, and 
Improvement; the one will excite jn us che moſt 
fincere, molt ardent AﬀeRions 'towards. God, 
and the things of God'; the other will dire& us 
in the right managing, and applying of thoſe 
AﬀeQions; which two are indeed the great De- 
 fign of all true Religion. This.is-the Sur of all 
the Laws of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles; - That as 


” we 
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we ſhould: moſt carefully endeavor to know: alt 
-our Duties towards God, and Man; ſo we 
ſhould perform theny all, with that unfeigned 
Integrity, which belongs to Chriſtian - Piery 5 
with that cemper,'and ſobriecy, which becomes 
Chriſtian Prudence, and Charity ; with that 
Warmth;and affeftion,which agrees with Chri- 
ſtian Zele : that is, in other words, We ſhould 
be zeloully offetied _—_ » but only in good 
_ | 

| The word \Zele, amongſt Antient Heather 
| Writes, is usd indifferently in a good, or's 
bad ſenſe ; but ſeldome, or Hever in a Religi- 
ousiſenſe. Arbeſt i it is taken by then to exprels 
2 mans earrieſt Defire #fid-eager Purſuit of ſome 
Temporal Good, and a Grief'that others poſſeſs: 
thar Good, which he wants ; eſpecially thoſe! 
who'ate his equals in 6thet things. 'Very' fre. 
quently with' ther it fignifies/ Emulation, and 
that ſort of ir'whiclf is commonly accompanied 
with Envy; "#2 imittederare Contention, © And 
indeett'fe were much' to bewill'd, that in the 
Chriſtian Church, which tias advaric'd che word 
Zele, and applyd ifito # Divine meaning, there 
kad 'not bin;ih*att4f, ges!"to0 tharly Chtiffiahs, 
who have: biif aaſohs Pither attording * ro the 
Ha: hen 
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Heachen bgnification of the word. than the Chri- 
ſtian, | 

© In the Scripture, and amongſt Chriſtian Wri- 
ters, when.it is uſed in che beſt ſenſe, for what: i 
ſhould be; nor what it too generally is, it then 
paiſes far a vehement Aﬀe&ion, a reſtleſs Hear, a 
powerfull Inclination of the Mind, towards 
Heaven;and Heavenly things; cheifly regarding. 
the Divine Authar of them,and his Glory ;, and 
next himſelf, his Truths;his Waics,his Rewards :: 
whew with earnct;, . buc. liarmleſs: Faffions, ve 
wiſh, we \contrive, : we contend far | the Honor 
of: God; the-Beleif?: the Spreading of his 'No- 
&ribes; the Praftice-of his/ Laws; che Flownting 
of :his Religion: che Injoying bf: bis Browiſeb, 
the Peate,: ndPrixfpericy. of bis Qhurch 3: and 
when moſt conſtantly, moſt irteconciicably- ve 
hate, and oppole = throgs, that ale 
to-any:ob gticſe: :! er /. 262 #1 flows 

- - So that true. Zile ſeeqsinot-th>-be any. one 


fingle Aﬀettionof the Soul; asare the other Pali 
ons;of Love;DeficeHope,Joy Grady Harted, and 
tho like ;/'bur racher'i ) is ar{trangiMoxtureof 
many holy, -and ſpiritual .AdieQtibnsi: -rather a 
pricious Gbnfticution of thoowbale Mind. thah 
oy one/pattioular Graves: aftotbing . eye 
W1 
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| will, ſwaying! all» che\ Thoughts: of a devout 


Heart,and filling it with all manner of pious In« 
rentions ; all not only-uncounterfeir, but: moſt 
fervent, - 'lv js an Addition ofa «double! Meas: 
ſure," and Forcezand Adtivicy to that Religion; 
which was before Sincere, - It 1s to a'fpiriruat 
Life, as Health: is-to a natural z' renders” thary 


- which. elſe would :anly breath;/ and move; me 


only living, but moſt lively,and moſt vigourous.; 
And-as-in- Moral Virtue, there -is ſome :more 
perſeft- Degree; that the HeathienrMoralifts call'd 
Heroic, and even Divine Victae'!z" whiclvisfog 
it felfadiſtin&t Virtue, buc che higtieſtpicth; anth 
eminence of all ocheriVirtaes3) and which; they) 


therefors choughtr:djd make: naen\mo(t! negrly; 


ro: approach/ the Narure of ''God :- So truts 
Zcle may beſtyled the —_—_ hd moſt Divine 


 Depreeof-all true Pieeye v2 £107 0 bon onhed 


Such is the Name; Such,I humbly congeive; 
15, and ought'to be; the Nature of true Zele ; 
and. by. this: we: mayighelſs at the {Uſcfulneſs, of 


Mc  The:Uſefulneflolday? i Why nd techeo 
itho'Neceflicy 9\(ncall Chriftians -faing kind: df 


iZele for the Intereſt, /and:Praftice ofothe; true 
Religion,//is-not. only moſkboooficial, | buvimaſk 
necollary , molt inſepanalid> nz” 

This 


t 1 iv 
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_- This will appear to be certain,” if we retleQt 
on the Cauſes,' that are able, and are wont to 
raiſe Zele in mens Hearts, Zele being the top, 
and-perfe&ion of ſo many Religious AﬀeQions 
for ſome things, againſt /ochers ;: the Cauſes 
therefore of-ir muſt needs be moſt eminent,moſt 
efficacious in both kinds, Theſe are/Good.or 
Evil ; both in the higheſt Degree; both in a 
donble'Reſpe&- either the grear,and admirable 
Goodneſs of a thing in itſelf ; or its extraordi- 
nary Goodneſs,and Apreeablencſs tous: andci- 
ther the exceeding Evil of a thing . in its own 
Nature. , or ArTITET and Miſchicvouſneſs 
T0 Us. -' 

-” Sollovely; b graceful is all Goodneſs i inuſelf, 
that it -can ſcarce be obſerved by afiy man, in 
irs native Beauty,! without ſome Emocion in his 
mind'to love ,* ad 'obrain - it;'.. Some. feeror 
Charms ir has; that are wont to provail, not only 
always on its Friends, but often on.its very Ene- 
-mies, Thereisnoqueſtion, but many wicked 
Mitre ofteh rotch'd wich ſome inwa'd Re- 
verence for that Goodneſs, which they cahnor 
be-perſyaded to praftiſe; nay "which they out- 
v_ feetn/to'deſpiſe;2:i,/ -- / + 
$ /"Suedriehbartrattive Fotce of t;ini its gencfal 
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Contemplation. Bur more, when'a aching that 
is infinicely good in it Self, infinitely better in 
Nacure, greater in Power than weare, ſhall free- 
ly deſcend down to us, ſhall condeſcend to have 
the neereſt relation. to/us,. ſhall appear to. em- 
ploy all its high Perfeftions cheifly for our Hap- 
pineſs, nay: ſhall, for that! end only, -cake'on 
ſelf our Imperfeftions : ' what Goodneſs can 
be more Amiable in general ? what more Oblj. 
ging,more Tender in particular than this? what 
ought to produce in us more inflam'd AﬀeRi- 
ons, ' and Zele for. it ? 

The like may be ſaid on the other ſide, 
Whatever is Evil,and Wicked in itſelf, ic js Im- 
perfe&,Uncomely, Deteſtable,even'in the Judge- 
ment of Nature, of Reaſon, of Senſe it ſelf; 
and therefore it cannot but raiſe, in_the un- 
prejudic'd Beholders, a general Averſion from 
it,. .' But more, if the ſame thing ſhall appear 
{0- be peculiarly Evil, or Injyrious, or Perni- 
.ciousto us ;: that general Averfion will be, and 
ought to be tum'd into. a porricular Hatred, 
and Zele againſt-1 It. | 

And now is there not an entire rm 
of this double Goodneſs in the waics of Reli- 
gion ? Of this double Evil /jn-all 'things, chat 


are 
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are ar Enmity with ic ?: Is not Religion fo per- 
fetly good in ſelf, its Doftrines, its Com- 
mands, its 'Recompences ; above all, in ics 
Author ; char, withonr the grofſeſt Senſuality, 
we cannot but admire it ? Will it not be fo 
good, and beneficial” to us, if we beleive, 


| and pradtice it, that, withour'the moſt heinous 


Ingraticude, we cannot but be moſt zeloully: 
affeted towards ir? 

On the contrary, is not Sin, notwichſtand- 
ing all the moſt flattering Colours,and moſt al. 
luring Shapes, it can put on, when it ſtrives 
to beguile our weak Senſes; notwithſtanding 
all the moft ſpectous Diſguiſes, which the Devil, - 
the Father of all Hypocriſy, can beſtow upon 
it; yetis not Sin in its own Nature, moſt Deft. 
cient, moſt Vile, moſt Deformed ? Is ir not 
moſt Pernicious,.to our Nature ? moſt Injurious 
fo our true Intereſt? moſt Deſtruftive of our 
Happineſs? Are not the moſt wicked Men com- 
pell'd to confels all this; ſometimes in their Pro- 
ſperity; ofcen in their Adverfity ? ſomerimes 
with their Tongues,often in their Fears,well nigh 
always in their Conſciences ? All this is fo pre- 
ſpicuous, ſo undeniable, thar,'ina Congregation 
of Chriſtians, 1 rieed not be over-induſtrious'in 
the proof of it, B 2 Theſe 
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Theſe then being the- perpetual Cauſcs of 
Zele ; the greateſt Good, or-the greateſt Evi] ; 
eicher abſolutely fo in chemſelves, or relatively 
ſo to us; and both Kinds of the Good urngqueſti- 
onably meeting in Religion ; both Kinds of the 
Evil in its Oppoſites: it is therefore good to be 
* zelouſh affedied- for che one, againſt. the other : 
to be always xchouſly offetted ; Far the lame ma-. 
tivesof Tele continuing in the things themſelves 
uhchangeable, as they,, do, . and will for ever ; 
for ever-all. Goodneſs will, be moſt Charming, for 
ever all Wickegneſs will. be.moſt . Odious.; the 
aftetions therefore, the flaming Loye which the 
one; the vehicment: Hatred which, the other, that, 
is,the ele, which they buch hauld, fic ypin our. 
Minds; oughtalſo to be for ever unchargeable, 

Thus far we-walk on firm,and evenground : 
Thus it 3 good to he always zelouſl offeited. But 
now begins to appear theDifficulcy,and theDan- 
ger; For Zcle being. compos'd,as. you have heard, 
of the higheſt Degrees of ſo many AﬀcQions,the 
true Zele conſiſting of the; greateſt lawful De- 
orees ,. the falſe of the greateſt unlafl De. 
grees of thoſe Aﬀe&ions.; the right rempering 
and moderatipg of, all ſuch AﬀeRions, and all 


their:Degrees, in chemlclyes fo, ſtrong, - In theix 
Objefts 


LARA EGTA Enos _ 
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Objetts fo different, muſt; needs be a yery 
hard, and a very hazardous! : Work: So it is 
in anyone. of all 'our natural Paſſions. Faſlign 
4s: the great Morer,: and Spring of. the-Spul 
When mes: Paſſions. are! '[trongelt,, they, may 


-have great; -arid noble Effefts.; bur they arg 


rhen.Zalſo nioſt!:ape) ta, fall ings >the, grewrelt 


-Miſcarriages.. 0 And;.arr norguy) malt {pigicual 


Aﬀeions as liable to the: -like/Corruptiqns 2 
they are in truth , more. tiable ;..ſo mych the 
more \in'chat-meosſpiricual Failings ae.,harder 
w:'be: repentech .ofz-pr acknowledg'd. fopSins, 
Aawhhel natural;Faylcs, or carnal Vicegare.., 


'Maſt., cercaigly- ther ſtricteſt Profelſon, of 


Piws the ſevereft Apprarance of Devacigp, the 


moſt extraordinary fervour of Zele; js. molt 
praiſe-worthy; moſt Chriſtian, if undiflembled, 


-fhymbly:pratis'd *; Bur it.18-.n0t alway's, wolt 


\ 


| freei:from Diſſimulacign , or Spirigual. Pride. 
© AndiF che greateſt outward Shew of Zele. for 


- Religion-be put on by Hypocriſy ; ;. If the grea- 


teſt inward-heat of it! be not [weetned by Meet 
neſs,' or -ndt temperect with Humulicy, gr. net 
govern'&'by Prudence : can it do. God, apy 


- Seryice?' racheriig diſhopors Him : can, iglheing 
- to- our. awn:Jgulg any: Benefic 2. raches, it mil 


cheifs chem, Wheres 
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" Wherefore it is Prudence, Hemilicy, Gen- 
tfeficſs, chings thar, at firſt ſight, ſeem moſt 
inconfiſtent with all Zee, that ave- the great 
Setatity, the beft Guards, the-cheiff Ornaments 
of all the moſt Godly"Zele, It is Mediocrity, 
Decence, Integrity, Clarity, that are the great 
Rulcs, the Standards of ' Goodneſs, of Excel- 
Tence, hot-only ih all Hyrhan'Converfarion, not 
only in' alt Moral Virtue, but even in all our 
moſt Religious Duties; 
 Arenbt all;, -or' moſt. Rvangelical Virtues, 
and Graces-in, danger of 'Extrethes ? As there 
is, Cod knows, too often a Defe& on the one 
fide,fo there may be 8#n Exceſs on the other. May 
not” Hope in God;'br Godly Sorrow be perver- 
ted into Prefumption,or Deſpair?May not Faich 
in God be depraved by Intidelity, or by Super- 
ficioh? Men maydeleive too litle ;/ they may 
beteive'too much. May not the Worſhip of 
God be corrupted by Prophaneſs,or by Idolatry? 
Tt may be roo naked for want of Ceremonies ; 


it thay be roo pompous by an Exceſs.of chem. 
Thus the' reſt * Thus Religious Zele is ſubjet 


to'an Exceſs, and to a Defe&; either when 
ſomething's mingled with it, which ic ſhould not 
ne; or when it Wants OP that ought 
to 
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to goalong wikh/it, '\ The Nefett of irs Luke- 


warmneſs,- or Coldneſs in Religion «- the:Excebs 


is inordinate' Heat, and Spiritual Fury, Iris very 
natural forMen,very ealy for Chriſtians co offent 
in one of theſe : moſt natural for all ſenſual Men 
ro fall into the Defe& ; * yery eaſy for many 
well-meining Chriſtians to:run themſelves, - for 


iH. meaning Hypocrites to thruſt others -into- 


the Exceſs of of it. - And it is the cheif 'Em- 

ployment, - the beſt Fruit: of thar Wiſdom, : which 

teacheth Men to be wiſe to Satobtion'to find out, 
and to follow the ſaber, temperate, midle Way 

between them both, - 

- | Be) pleas'd then, to this: purpoſe, that we 


proceed to the Second Head of: my Diſcourſe ; 


to examine, what are the'due Degrees, and 
undue Extremes ? what the juſt Limits, -andill 
Excurſions of Zele ? and that we firſt begin 
with the Exceſs of lit, - 

| This indeed is. a Subje& , of whick it is. 
hard -to ſpeak without Satyrical- Sharpneſs, 
and particular Reflefions on many» Perſons, 
and Societies, and even Churches of Chriſtians: 
ſo ill have been the Defigns, fo lamentable-the 
kffedls of intemperate Zelecin all Chriften- 


deme, eſpeciallyin our own Time, and Coun- | 
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try; | Yetlet tis try! toiconfider:this tender Ars 


-gument; ſo, -2s- not! our: Selves' to. fall into. an 
\Extravagance of | £tle , | whileſt , we. condemn 
ſuch Exazis. So'the Mecknels of Chriſtianity 
teaches all Chriſtians, to:dealwich erroneouſly- 
zelous:Chriſjians ; to Þityy not revile, the 
Perſons, :whiltſt; we -neprove; their Errors ; -t6 
£anivineetheir. contentious, ang autragious-Zele; 
bythei moſt, Religious, \.and in truth,” the 'moſh 
Poerful.Confuration of a milder Profile ane 
mare .charicableExampleain ow nhl ho) 
'/'The/ great; Sign »then.l, and cath: in 
my Text, to diſtinguiſh the,:tene;Zele fron 
the- falſe," is; Foedneſs: either! the! Gopd- 
nels: ef! the Zeleo i ſelf ; 105; the Geodneſs)of 
the: things about which, # :is concern'd ;-.the 
Battercbeing.. here made aiLropf of the former, 
Rig, befideg,!the ,'Ggognoſs'oh the Zebe; it {elf 
may be diſcern d ; either bythe" Light, ; which 
diregit 'in the Head; ;or þy.the Work-of it in 
the>Reart.2 And: lo we may (ately: corielude jthat 
rabethie only: true Zele;/*5*1 411 -; 29i7:r9 bas 
- Ficſt,That which is vided by a goodebight 
inthe Head... | Ct e20129019%) 263 0539 5 "0 11 Th ©! 
"nSezondly, Thatzehichnoqkdrof yoak tid 
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Thirdly, That which employs the Head, and 
the Heart about good things, and thoſe only, 
Firſt, we are to inquire, what is the beſt 
 Guid, and ConduQor of Z:le in the Head ? 
For' that we may conſult our Apoſtle in his 
Epiſtle to the Romans, Brethren, ſays he, My gom.ro. 1. =. 
Hearts defire, and Prayer to God for Tjrael is, that 
they may be ſaved; For I bear them Reed that 
they have a Zele for God, but not according to Know- 
tedge. 

In which words two things are obſervable: 

The Apoſtles Behavior towards his Brethren in 
the Fleſh, the Iſraclites, who were miſtaken in 
their Zele for God : and his Diſcovery of the 
ground of that Miſtake. His Behavior is not 
to-cenſure bitterly the Errors of their Zele z buc 
rather to bear witneſs to the good Intentions of 
that' Zele, which they had ; and to pray hear- 
tily to God, that he would dire& their ill ap- 
ply'd Aﬀedions, by a true, heavenly, and ſpi. 
ritual Light; 

Such was his mild ,and gentle Behavior,though 
zelous too, for the Cauſe of 'Chriſt, rowards the 
miſguided Iſraelites. His Diſcovery of the Error 
of their Zele,and his reproot of i follows, Ir is, 
chat it was mt according to Kniawledee, © 

20 C 
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And as his Behavior ought to be an Exam- 
ple for our PraGtiſe in the like Caſes; fo his Re- 
proof may aftord us the Firſt moſt certain Rule 
ro inſtru& our Judgements, in the correQing 
of the erroneous, and direQing of the true 
Zcle. 

Bchold F beſeech you; That, in Saint 
Pauk Opinion, is imperfe&, or falſe Zele, 
which is only Hot, and Eager without Know- 
ledge; that is the right Zele, which is not only 
fincere, and in. earneſt, but according to Fnow- 
kedge ?* 

According to Knowledge : another manner 
of Companion of Zele, than what too com- 
monly goes along with it, Are not thoſe Men. 
too ofterr found to be the greateſt, and do they 
not think themſelves to be the trueſt Zelots,who. 
are moſt notoriouſly Ignorant ? who make ir 
their Buſineſs, their Pride, to- expreſs their 
blind Zele, not only without all Knowledge , 
but oftentimes againſt all ? whereas true Zele 
ſhould always begin wich-true Knowledge firſt ; 
and thence proceed to an unwearied Paſlion, for 
what it once knows tobe worthy of ſuch Paſſion : 
Falſe Zele always begins with Paſſion firſt, 
and there uſually ends ; feldome, or never 
| | goes 
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_ farther, than ignorant, and violent Paſ- 


ſton, 

Our Zele then ſhould be according to Hnow- 
edge, And what Kind of Knowledge ? without 
all queſtion, Firſt according to the true , ſa- 
ving, Evangelical Knowledge, 

It ſhould be according tothe Goſpel; the whole 
Goſpel : not only according to its Truths, but 
Precepts: not only according to its free Grace, 
but neceffary Duties : not only according to 
its Myſteries, but alſo its Commandments. It 
ſhould be according to the Original Defign,Fun. 
damental Principles, and Eternal End of the 
Goſpel : - not ſo, as to ſet any one Doftrine, or 
Work of it at variance with others ; which are 
all admirably conſiſtent amongſt themſelves, and 
agree in a Bleſſed Harmony : not ſo, as only'to 
contend for ſore temporary Opinions, or taf&i- 
ous falſe Inferences from the Goſpel ; which 
rather ſerve to uphold the Credit, and ſecular 
Intereſt of Religious SeQs, than for the Honor 
of Religion it (elf, 

Thus ſhould our Zele be according to the 
Goſpel, | That Knowledge,which deſcends from 
above, -- But then beſides, 'ewil do well , if it 
be bal. accompanied with ſome good, and 


C2 grave 
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rave Degree of Civil Wiſdome, and Under- 
ftanding , of ſober Knowledge even of this 
World, and worldly things. - . For though all 
that profeſs the Name of Chriſt, are cheifly in 
his Religion to be direfted by a-true ſpiricual 
Light: yet ſuch carneſt, and ſtrong Motions 
of the Mind.as commonly attend Religious Zcle, 
will receive no manner of Hindrance, : but ra- 
ther great Afliſtance from the ſubordinate Help, 
and faithful ' Service, and fteddy Guidance of 
true natural Eight itſelf, 7 

True Zele neither 1s,nor ought to be a folita- 
xy, melancholy Grace : as if it were only fit to 
dwell in mean,darkiand narrow Minds; : ſuch as 
are utterly unprovided-of all other natural;-6r 
moral, or ſpiritual Abilities, No, As there is 
fcarce any one Grace,or Gift of God, that ever 


nles-t0-90e -alone-: 'But where any! one of them - 


enters, others will go-with it, or-ſoon follow :af 
rer it ; So eſpecially of all Graces, Zele ought 
never to 'g0- alone, -In what'ever Soul Zele 
gets. the entire Poſſeſſion, and keeps ir ſmgly, 
withour the 'Society of many-other Giſts,-or to 
the Shutting out of any one Virtue $3; there it is 
x dangerviis Gteſt, there i ivfn[ecendiary; 
*y wherever 'it '1s lengind;y ;and-joyned in 
Ls Company, 


—Y 
et... þ 


YO 9 ET "ES 0 OT .. - __ 
 . 


ate Zine AIG — 


before-the KING 


Company, with many other ſpiritual Endow- 
ments, and Advaniages of Nature; with a 
diſcreet Judgment, a &leer Underſtanding, a 
well-order'd Devotion, an exemplary Chariry; 
there it1s the ſureſt Defence, the greateſt Beauty 
of true Piety ; ; there it gives the brighteſt Luſtre 
to Rehigon, 

This wilt appear ſtill more evident in my 
fecond - Particular ; that recommends to us a 
ſpecial care of re&ifying Zele in the Heart; the 
Heart, which' is the proper Sear of this, as'of all 
other praQical Virtues, and Graces : from the 


beart proceed” the ſues of- life ; - of a pious, 9s Frov. 4. 25. 


well as of 7 corporeal- Life's by the Motions, 
and Pulſes -6f 'the Heart ," the FTempertof our 
fp iritual,as well as bodily State may bejudg'd. 
In the*Heart Zele /ought to be compoſed 'of 
os bighelt Degrees of all pious AffeBibns: "of 
which ſ{6me in! their own "Nattrre''are 'mitder, 
and gentler; ſome ſharper, and more: yehement: 
EE bould bemade tp, I ſay, of 'the latgeſtPMea:- 
fates of fpiricual Love, Deſi Ire, Hope, Fcretl, 
Grief, Indignacton, and. 'the like : ſore of 
theſe Aﬀcftions — fixing our Minds oft 


angrom us thoſe thihos which: are iolea. 
fing 
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fing to God, and contrary to Religion. 
Now then, That Zele, which has the greater 
Mixture of the more gentle, more benign, more 
charitable Aﬀe@ions, is molt likely to be the 
beſt : that wherein the other more harſh, ſowre, 
and angry Paſſions have the greater Share, and 
are Predominant, that is in moſt Danger to be 


immoderate ,, and exceflive : that, -in which 


this latter Kind does exclude the former, that is 
undoubtedly unlawtut, and wicked, 

This ſeems to be- moſt agreeable co the creat 
Primitive Purpoſe of true Chriſtianity z and: it 
may. perhaps be more cleerly exemplified in an 
Inſtance, Our. love.'of: God , his, Truths, his 
Honor ;. our nnquenchable Defires to promote, 
our well-grounded Hopes to injoy his Glory ; 
theſe Aﬀettions ſhould certainly cake the firſt, 
and the cheifplace-in our Zele ; thele can never, 
be too much in-carneſt ; they can never carry 
out our Hearts beyond | due Meaſure. Our Ha- 
tred of choſe Waies,which God hates, our Greif 
for, , and Indignatjon againſt thoſe things, that 
diſpleaſe, and diſhonor Him ; . theſe ſhould 
have theic Turn too in our Minds: theſe alſo 
are. very acceptable to God Himlelf.. Bur 
then there oughr to be a. much ſtrifter Guard, 
| kept 
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kept onthis ſort of Paſſions; that they do not 

exceed due Bounds ; that they do not precipitate 

us into Violence, or ſtrife, or Malice; which are 
condemn'd by Sr, Zames under the title of mxecg 
Cang-chat is,bicter Envying in our Tranſlation; ——_ 
and this kind is reckon'd by St, Parl, as one of 

the moſt carnal Sins : for amongſt the works of the 5.5.19. 26. 
Flſh,which he ſays aremanfeft,he names Murders, *" 
Drunkeneſs, Witchcrafts, Hatred, Variance, Strife, 
Emulations,rath, Seditions, Herefies ; Where thac 
word,which we tranſlate Emulations, is in the O= 


Tigknal C3M0L. 


Thus whatever all pretended Zclots may 
think of the ſublime Purity, and Spirituality of 
of all Zele ; we find ſome Zele may be in the 
Company of the grofſeſt, and moſt ſenſual Sins ; 
and, you ſee, from Saint Paul it deſerves the 
name of Emulations , from Saine Zames the ,.,... 
name of Envy ; of which although Ariotle m2 a4 
allows that ſome Emulation may be good, and ©#*: #. 
may be found in ſome good Men ; | yet Envy he | 
utterly condemns as wicked in-itſelf, and only 


"to be found in wicked Minds. And fuch. was 


that Envy, which moved the high Prieſts, and 
Sadduces, to raiſe the very firſt Perſecution 


-agiinſt the Church. When they beheld them» 
ſelves 
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| Imageof God ; to love, and reverence them, as 
muchas we can,the'more-the better; But our Ha- 


—  —— c— _— —  — 


ſelves ſo much over-match'd by the glori- 
ous Works, and: excellent ;Abulities, and Di- 
vire Authority .of. the Apoſtles, 'tis faid 
zaAjoFyony Chang 3: and immediately they Laid 
their hands on them, and cat them into Priſon. 
They were fill'd with Zele, or as we. read it, 
with Indignation, or Envy ; the uſual Cauſe, 
and Original of all Seas, and Schiſms , and 
Herefies. 

But of that only in paſling ; Ic Is ; then. moſt 
true, that in their Love of God,. and /Defire to 
pleaſe Him, men can never be toa afte@tionate:; 
itis as true, though -it may at firſt ſeem a Paradox, 
that in their Hatred of Sin, men may be ſomes 
times too patltonate, : Our Love of God may, 
and ſhould provoke us to love the things of Gad, 
yea and the Perſons, that eſpecially beac the 


cred of Sin may carry us inſenfibly farther than 
againſt the Sin 3 which we ſhould. hate altoge- 
ther 3 it may. involve the Perſon'; which we 
ſhould not hate atall, For allHarretiof.Perfons, 
by very many Chriſtian Principles, we are moſt 
{olemnly, indiſpcnſably torbid. «©: So:that':the 
mort eager, and tharp. Afts of Zele are notiper- 

e019) mitred 
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micted to alt Men always to practiſe: bur the 
more Tender, more Chriſtian part of it is always 
commanded to all. All are not always bound 
to hate, and punifh the true Enemics of Reli. 
gion; muchlefs any whom they may fancy 
ro be fo: all are always obliged to love irs 
true Friends, and to pray for its very Ene- 
mies. 

That1s a fecond Sion of the true Evangelica) 
Zele, and Note for the deteftion of ics contrary ; 
ic ſhould abound more in the mild, and good. 
natured Afﬀe&ions, than in the vehement, and 
wrathful Paffions. An Obſervation that is the 
more ſeaſonable to be confider'd, becauſe it is 
every where very notorious,and indeed a deplo- 
rabte thing in ic ſelf; that the Religion grhich was 
mtended to reconcile Mankind ro Almighty 
God, whom we had infinitely offended, ſhould 
not univerſally have the like Effe in reconciling 
Mankind amongſt themſelves, berween whom 
there can be no ſuch Offences; that in Reli- 
gion men ſhould be generally much:more given 
pai part, which inclines them to Hatred, 

er, and Cenſure of Evil things, than co thar, 
th ch prefers Brocherly Love, Candar, Good- 


vill, and Kindnefs for Good things, Do not 
D to00 
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zoo many "beleive no Religion to be. Pure; bug 
what is . intemperargly Rigid 2. Na Zile to, be 
Spiritual; but. what. is Genſorious,, or Vindica- 
tive Z Whereas nd Religion 15:truc,! that js, not 
Peaceable, as well as Pure; no Zele is Spiri- 
tual; that - 1s not” allo, Charitable, nay -cheifly 
"429" | | 
The true Zele ſhould uk in hols” what 
true Courape is, in' human Nature, None but 
Minds truly. pious are ' capable of the one 2 
nbno but: :Mintls.truly, great,arc capable. of the 
other 1:;and;they, bath alike diſpoſe; and quali. 
fie: the Hearts: which they inhabit, You well 
know;\shas.to, bs the crucſt Courage, which is 
not ehly fisnt, brave, undaunted, hut alfa calm, 
inoffenſive, flow 'to Anger,hard tobe provoked, 
or;: hon, reconciled. : Give .me leave to add, 
{4dhdvldi che; true Fe&ebe.; ;.ngt.only conſtane, 
dacing;feartels 3 ; 'bur.meelgcompaſſionate,long.. 
(uffering, eaſe "o be; intxexed. ... .All, otheo 
Courage, - -befides that; is nf true Yalour,. bur. 
Brutiſhnefs;;,{31h,ogher. Zcle,,: belidgs this cis 
p08: A Chrilhian: Graces. YE Regions Mad-' 
paſs; ti '7 cone: 

E Hprigtjhe dvglargh, what is.19, be the, 
Camgarengifalaiatd: Headers the Fas 
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of of what Kind oP Knowledge" df: har Stir of! 
AﬀeQions ir" ought to confiſt 2] come in the: 
laſt place to declare, what 4s the true Object of 
i. For that we-need gono-farther chanto the 
words'of my Text.” 1t #5 good to be c— 4 
200d thing. © ; 
Ina Geed Thing, 1 cannot buit chime Firſt; 
that it is here only- faid "a good Thing;> i No 
merition is made of Zele for'Good Perſons, For 
thongh a Zele for Perſons isilawful, nay com- 
mendable = [as Bait Paul-here commends theſe 
Galatians, that**They-would hav given him their 


very Eyes: Yet' in general a Zele, for Perſons, Gal. 4 15. 


is far leſs Religious, 'far'more 1eaſie/to be-per- 

yerted; than: a 'Zels forrhings;s" ſadeeci{cares 
Iny hind carr be rhore' penicious ! torReligioh| 
than. when itsTacereſt is made a Buſineſs rather 
of Nanes than' Things.” - May we not imputeto 
this'one+ Miſtake, a great part of al} the moſt 
dangerous' Ahimoſities;/ahdSohilms;" that have 
infeſted the Chriſtian Church ? Have they nor 
moſt frequently riſenfrom-a FaRtious Admira- 
tion of ſorie' 'particafar Man, ſome"partionlat 
Church, ſome Head of a us” : ſome Awkhor of 
a few Opinion ?' - 'B Anh 
"0 "A Carrion cha began wry 2aſdyevewt in 
| D 2 the 
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x Cor. 1-12. 


I fometimes, employ: their Zele for 


the Primitive Ape... | Does noc Saint Paul. re 
prchend his Contemporaries , for ſaying, not 
only 1 am of Chriſt ; but / am of Paul, [ am of 
Apollos, I am of Cephas ? Though he himſelf 
was nan d one of the Parties, yet the rather, the 
more warmly he condemns their Partiality ; the 
more he-undervalues himſelf, and his excellent 
Erethren, whoſe Names were abuſed in the like 
manner with his, who, ſays He, is Paul? who 
Apolles ? Who? They were ſome of the greateſt 
and moſt eminent Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt 
both in Dignity, and Abilitics.. - And can if 
then be [thought Zele ro contend for any other 
Names, when it was Envy, and Strife to (et up 
for. Paul;ot Apollos, or Cephes? And.was not chis 
Danger moſt wiſely foreſeen by che Apoſtle? Fox 
glchough-ncicher the ill uſe of - Paul, or 4pollos 
Namedid any conſiderableHurtgthat we know of: 
Yet:the; pretence of Cephas Name, and abuſe of 
his Authartty, has caus'd the: greateſt Rents, 
and Djvifions, that ever were in the Chriſtian 
Church's the Separation of the Eaſtern.Church 
from theWeſtern,and of theWeſtern within itſelf. 
; That 18-one Fatal Error, when Men impru- 
duidy, and uncharitably often; ſediriouſly and 


Perſons, 
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Perfons, There is another Fault, that is con- 
trary to this, and full as miſcheivous, bur leſs 
taken notice of for a Fault; nay .amongſt roo 
many it paſſes for a Sign of a good, and Godly, 
and public Spirit, That is, when .men un- 
duly exerciſe their-Zele againſt Perſons ; nor 
only, againſt evil Perſons ; -nor only againſt 
ſome good Perſons ; but againſt thoſe, who are 
the moſt venerable, ane lacred, 

F would willing'y ask any Man, that has but 
once read the Bible over, whether the whole 
Tenor of the Divine Law does not pofitively 
require Humility, and Meekneſs to all men ; a 
Love for Neighbours, that is, in the Goſpel 
ſenſe, for all Men too ; a due Obſervance of all 
Degrees of men ; a hearty ſubmiſſion to Teach- 
ers ; a conſcientious Subjeftion ro Governors ? 
whether all. theſe Duties be not often moſt Di- 
vinely repeated, : and inculcated throaghout 
the whole Scripture > Whether if a wile , 
and hofieſt Heathen ſhould imparrially ſurvey 
our Religion, he would not prefſemly con- 
elude , that the main Praftiſes of it which 
concern this: World , ought cheifly ro con- 
fiſt in this kind of good Offices ? But then | 
| uns ask any Man experienc'd in the World, 

whether 


| 
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whether the greateſt part of -all the pretended 


:Zele, of all fides, in our Memories, has not 


roo much in (public, almoſt continually inpris 


yate, ſpent, and vented-'it ſelf ,- either in uns | 


chriftian Cenfure of Neighbours; br:DetraQting 
from Superiors, or undervaluing of Teachers; 
or. Slandering- of: Governors? Slandering 2 
'Twere'yell if they ſtopt there, : Slander is an 
innocenr thing, in: compariſon of thoſe dire 
attempts, in which a Rage of Zele has engaged 
£00 many Zelots againſt their Governors, 

- But canthat bea Goſpel Zele, which at leaſt 
1s the worſt of ill Manners ; in truth is moſt de. 
ſtrudtiveto all Human Society: ? AZele,which 
is moſt levelled againſt thoſe: very. Perſons,!. of 
whom the Laws of Nature, and. :Morality,: and 
Policy,as well as the Goſpel, have _ 
men to think with the greateſt Aﬀe@ion ; 
{peak with the: greateſt Reverence ; to at fs 
them with moſt dutiful Obedience : nay for 
whom, if for any, the _- has _ — ta 
be moſt zelous. 

On the whole Matter, it: is not at all oat 
to be zelous againſt any Perſons ; as they are 
Such z but only againſt their Crimes : Ic is bet- 


tex. to be zelous for br Things, than for. Perſans/ 
_ But 
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But then ic ſhould be only tor good things. 
Rule, that does certainly exclude all manner - 
Zcle for ill things ; all vehement Zele for. lictle 
things. '!The. 'one can only be the Zele of a 
wicked Mind : The other only of a lighr, -and 
vain Mind, Indeed thoſe things,in our ſelves,are 
the only. proper ObjeQs, of our Lele, which, in 
others, are' the unqueſtionable'SubjeCts of our 
Praiſes,z and that neither 1ll things, nor little 
things can, be :. the one meriting our Hatred ; 
the other. a low, Eſteem,if not our Contempr., 

OF ill things there is no manner of queſtion, 
But to determine, what are little things in Reli- 


Phil. 4.8. 


gign,great warinels. is to be uled, Many think no. . 


thing.co. be. truly. greac jn ic,, but what concerns 
Chriſtian Farth ©; ,Chriſtian Works they reſpeR 
not.ſo much : Chriſtian, Diſcipline, or Decence 
of Worſhip they regard not. at all, ., But we are 
to goiby another. Meaſure, Undoubredly thoſe 
things are abſolutely Little in Religion, that, 
xieither.m: particular, nor in general, coxduce 
tothe; Advancement « of Truth, or Holineſs, ' or 
Peace, 3..0r.. Order in the: Chriſtian Church. 
Whatever things do really contribute to all theſe 
Ends, they are abſplutely che greateſt things in 
Religion. Whatever do;promote any one of 
"=" theſe 
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theſe Ends, though perhaps not equally all, 
| even theſe are, by no means, to be accounted 
little things. - 

"- Thus the uſe of ſome diſtin Habit, or 
Geſture, or Time, or Place may ſeem of nogrear 
Concernment in Chriſtian DoQrtne - But it ts 
of great Concernment in Chriſtian Devotion,and 
Diſcipline. . Thus any one particular Decence, 
in Divine Service, may ſcemto ſome no great 
thing. - But Decence in general is a great thing : 
and chat muſt be exercis'd in ſome Particulars, 
or other. ; or it is nothing but an empty Name, 
Thus any one Ceremony may be -eftecmed a 
ſmall thing, before it is Commanded: yet it 
cannot be fo afterwards. For Obedience is a 
preat thing ; The Negle& of all Ceremony 
introduces great Diforder ; and for men to 
withdraw from a true Chureh, on the diflike of 
a few Ceremonies only,deſtroys all Poſſibility or 
Communion, 
© "Wherefore not - only Matters of Beleif, but 
of Diſcipline, of Order, of Communion are all, 
in their ſeveral Ranks, Things of great Moment; 
they are Good Things; and fo all of them may 
be, in their Proportion, the proper. Objefts of 
an —_—_ Zele, Still ay in their Proportion; 

| For 
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For as nothing ibutGpbdneſs x19 makes Zplets: 
be profirable,1 mothing bu Goodneſs can: make} 
it not-to be. dangerous 2: ſb.in dlbthings»gf-Be- 
ligiony/ where being12;Gnkdudl Cadnalſsy ithae 
may:be alſd differonoiegrees of Zele;/111clD 1/5 
\1/The Eirfh, and Rrincipal ſhace|belongo robs 
g0dÞ'T eachs/ofimtaciiary;Knowiddge ;, -on ith 
imigedlacely.: opdiice-ro! Afath le; ahien; to sbq 
indifpenfable Rules of Praflile, anil:Diſapline,; 
then to the good things af Order, jandil2ecence. 
The Difbindtionbetweenall theſe, and the Rea. 
ſor.oÞit is-rmanifeſt. !For:elic:fGoodneſs of ;/tl 
Opmions;andCetemonies is tobe; examinyd 
hoodyahemſdvetyiondy theit:own Lights: bus 
onlyobyrthe Gdodnds: df the! Woeks,. whithom- 
rend&6h&iv Belest, Ladd Perfarrhante;! whercas all 
necellary>iTouths; 1 and good Warks arguntlic- 
rably;Jeocermiby good bb cheodel ya: 0 Of gaog 
Woths cutT Apoltte:colsGJug, vid ices: che 
SrearTad of our Saviaurs giving] Himlclf for us, 
2b )be-»nght! freeqs! frumi a(l facgitity; aud reopen 
with Winfeifii d\ pavilion Peplt 1c and ca zelous 
People to03\)7þlous obwhat:2 nat; only. of forme 
my Partyq! forme gavd:'Doftrine; 1frpagood 


whele 6H Baich) (buo Zelow afgiod. Works, [iv Ti 214 
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that deſervecro'be the: Qbjefts.of -Zele,.: Virher: 


fuchasace common toall Chriſtians; and ought” 


| to be perform'd by all, in the general-Courſe of 


2 Chtifhan: Life ; by/che general-obligacion- of! 
our Chriſtian Profeſſion : ' or ebfe ſuch as are-not 
common to all;bur proper to/ſome Perſons, and 
Callings, 2nd Conditions -af-:men «'-as firs the 
peculiar Duties of Princes, Magiltrates,Judges, 
Miniſters,and the like; according to —_— ſeveral 
Stations in this World: : ; 

- Here then will be found. chalga: Difference: 
Thisis the-great Touchſtone of Zele.: Certain- 
ly all men-troly Zelous, will maſt induſtriouſly 
endeavor - te'perform theofigt; kind:iof/ good 
Works alwaits:;. thoſe, Þ mean;that ateqicum- 
bent- on all:Chriſtians,.'! And, they! will-as pi- 
oufly: apply: themſelves ito: the ſecond; kind of 


;good Worls:y'1tany. of them come: to»be:cheir 
OWN: juſt Duries >< :butnotelfe;: \ They wilh-alc 


ways ſtrive to! beigood, devour, juſt; bountiful, 


' merciful- Chriſtjansi; - but. they, will ineverichink 
'x0be-a part of Religion;toryſh inr9-4fie Office 


of Princes,: þ or::Magiftrates; - OC I 
aiſters,' or tro undertakoany of themy; may th 

will chink irtheio Durg'co: forbear. thews let 
they bertheir!ownlawful:Offices/z Lavful by the 
Laws of God,and Man. | Whereas 


—_— a. At. Al. ilk AtK.Dtq- 24 at .. 
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Whereas Irregular Zele is, 'in.noctang, more 
-Irregular than inchis, Does icnortoo commonly 
hurry private men,beyondcheir ownBufineſs,and 
Callings, and make chem unſcaſonably, unjuſtly 
to invade the Buſine(s,andCallings of other men? 
In ſtudying to be Quiet,and to do their own Bu- 
fineſs,in Purifying their own Hearts, in Amend- 
1ng their-own Lives, inSubduing their own Luſts, 
how few Zelots of all Parties employ their Zele ? 
How Hor, how Forward , how Reſtleſs are they 
in exclaming againſt Public Sins,in Crying aloud 
for the Puniſhment of National Wickedneſs? how 
much does ſome mens Zele converſe abroad.and 
without doors ? how little at home, and within ? 
how many does ic urge;and inflame rather todo 
Juſtice on: ſome'Sins, than to forbear all Sin ? 
how many rather to be Corre&ors, than Fratti- 
ſers, of Religion? 

.Of this kind- of :Pragmatical Zele ,” when 
private'men uſurp an Authority that belongs nor 
to them; in- Shew of puniſhing Sinners; and 

Aﬀerting the Cauſe of the Church,and Vindica- 
ting the Glory '.of':God ; [there was a terribie 
Inſtance, - amongſt the Jevsn fo cerrible, thac 
aſter--it, one might well have hoped, there would 
have bin-no more. like it, Though it-be.yery 
K 2 COM- 
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commanly known , yer” I, cannot: bug; mention 
it 3,0 this time eſpecially ; becauſe it did, equal, 
if nebexceed; all the Modern Tranſports of cn- 
Taeth Zelbs mnderd; it; feos, i thaye: Nin the 
facah:@vignnal of themiall; -- ! 9, 
'For:om4a; ptetence of- jig ſome N__ 
ordinaty: Cates -th :the Qld Teſtament. 53 when 
ſvimd an” ware: faetinies immediately, Comp 
'mifſfoned faom. God; -er. from.: Moſes, to.. dp 
extraordinaty;lAdions. of | Zde ; :| there. rote 
amongſt {oben Jews :a/ Get; that; called. themr 
felves Zelocks Sed mbft' Cruel, and, Blondyy 
(pretending to. be: impover;d;; by a ſecret Imr 
Pulſe: from abovey, to be.ithe extraordinary | Ig- 
ſtruments;of Gods iJudgemants ; td the Admj- 
niſttition of chichz, God Hanſelf'! had then q- 
therwiſe provideibyiw an-ondinary; Courſe: ; But 
under that Diſguiſe, they conymiutted. all naanner 
rof Rios, -d:Bapines, indMarders tiBy their 
.mad-{defence; of their. 0wn, Temple,: they de- 
/ſtroyedarii-by.chtir. Inceſbine;Contuſions,' and 
.Divifzons, they cottr;fiutecs) alfalk as much as 
xhcir->Enemicz- Arms; oth Enflaving of their 
-Cbuntry $.vand it 18>4ppdrdng:ithat. next to the 
| divine Vengeance on-chat: Podiple; far the; Neath 


be. oy OO _—_ $e(U 'Was.one 
ct 
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of the principal Gauſes.of the 'Ruine of their 
_ and Nation, 
:From which Dreadful Example, -what are 
"we inſtrufted? Cemainly;that-the Zele of privare 
. Nten has no mannet of Allowance from God;to 
take Pacern from extraordinary Caſes, to- ex- 
ceedthe ordinary Duties of Chriſttanity-; or to 
diverr-any of them ow: of their ufual Channel] : 
that no Holy Paſſion, no Illumination, no In- 
ſpiration can now be a ſufficient Commiſion 
to warranc thoſe Attempts, which-contradi the 
:common Rules of Peace, Juſtice,. Obedience, 
. and. Charity : that nothing-can ever authorize 
. fuch Attemps, but: only'a Divine, Immediate, 
{Miraculous Cal from Heaven, and that con- 
-tikm'd by Miracutous Works to0;;31 which; ij6-js 
a\ great queſtion, whether there be-any ſuch'ar 
all in thefe Ages of the World ; or-tather, -l 
«think, no quettion, | but that there: is:none'fught 
at all : 
only to public Juſtice, not to any private men; 
whatever . Shew | they may 'imake of a--ſtricter 
Communion with God, or a more Diltinguiſh- 
'ing, and Separating way of Holineſs : - which, 
the more. remarkably: Diſtinguiſhing, and Sepa- 
- racing is, the-niove we always-ought to ſu. 


that the: Executive Part of Zele belongs: 


{peg 
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> en God does Wk make uſe of Furk- 
ous Zele, as one of his greateſt Scourges on a 
Sinful People 3 yet, ro our Comfort, ar laſt 
it always ends in the Deftruftion of the Ze- 
lots © themſelves, Sometimes whole Nations 
may periſh by the Zele of a few : ſome- 
times the Nation may eſcape ; but the Zelots 
never. 

T intreat your Patience,whilſt I mention ano- 
ther Example,recorded in the Scripture,of ano- 

- ther manner of Zele, perform'd by our Saviour 
Himſelf: when, wich irrefiſtible Majeſty, and 
Authority,he removed the Exchange, and drove 
the Mercat out of the Temple. From which 
excellent Patern, what may we learn ? what 
ſhould any Chriſtian praftiſe like it ? what 
not ? By our Saviours doing that AR of Piety, 
with ſucheminent Signs of Love for the Beauty, 
and Purity of Gods Worſhip; with ſuch Di- 
vine Indignation againſt thoſe thac prophaned 
it ;' and with an Excafie ſo different from the 

\ Mildnefs of his ordinary Behavior ; that his 

Diſciples did upon the very place remember, 

Pa. 6. », nd apply to Him, that of the Pſalms, which 
| was prophecyed of him fo'long' before, The Zele 
: of 
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F f thy Houſe has eaten me up': 'By this certainly 
we are” taught, that if ever a Chriſtian Zele 
may be lawfully tranſported beyond its uſual 
Bounds, it ſhould: be for the Purifying of the 
Houſe of God; firſt for the Reality, then for 
the comelyneſs of Religion ; never for Deſtroy- 
ing it by Sacrilege, or Defiling it by Rude- 
neſs, or Indecence, 

But of chis PraQtiſe of our Saviour, what 
fhould every man not follow £ * Muſt every 
Chriſtian , of whatever ordinary Condition, 
take on him, as Chriſt himſelf here did, ro vin- 
dicate in public the Glory of Ged, and his 
Church, when he thinks his-Cauſe is negleQed, 
or his' Wor{hip unreformed ? 1 ſay not ſo, E- 
very man is not obliged, no man is, on his own 
| Call, or his own Imagination of a Call from 


God, 'to have Recourſe'to 6pen, Force, even in - 


the moſt righteous Caufe. The doing ſo makes 
his part in ic to be moſt unrighteous + The do- 
ing ſo will make him moſt unlike .our Saviours 
Example; and'moſt diſobedient to his Precepts, 
whom he makes the greateſt Shew to-imitare,and 
we 

How far then may any private Chriſtian goe, 
as _—_— his Zelous A for the Refor- 
mation 
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| niationof Gods Warthip? Thus far withou que- 
ſtion. WhateverOppoſirion he can make t0Sacris 
lege; and Impiety; by his:Wiſhes, his Studies, 
his Prayers to: God : whateven: -Digrace he cafl 
- pur on ſuch Sins, in'his own Sphere: whatever 
Amendment he can-make in'thoſe, that commir 
them; by; ſerious Increaties, -or' ſeaſonablei Re- 
proofs, or juſt Complaints to.bath-theit Superi« 
ors; bur-cheifly,by his;own PraQiſe of a more 
uniform, iorderty' and -devout.Pietys, All chig 
He may.,he fhauld1perform :'1and,; if this were 
donegs jt ought,it would perhaps:bea ſutficient 
Task for, 'the: beſt; the* moſt - Zelous.: privatts 
Chriftrans in the Wark: br) ods fed 5 
--: Bur thereſtlis iheroſbed from Goll,and theſes» 
fore anght to be:left by Men,by.chebeſt-Many by 
the greateſt;Saints;cothe: Lawtul;Publie Aythos 
« riryaw Church,and Scate:;;:In wbom| thar Zete 
betomes a iSoverain Vircie,- whichi if unduly 
pradiſed :by Private men,;-were Rafhneſs; ox 

Preſwnption, or worſe, 'Efpectallyac/isa; wolt 
Chriftian Grace,when it.is ſcaſomably exenciſad 
. by Chriftian Princes: Thofe'Powbrs, :thatcahe 
of God,for the Benefic of men ; and over Mgt 
for the 'Honor-of God::: one ratrwhnke imajtSa- 
and _—_— one 'of theri highdſt Boenogas 


tives, 
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tives, . one of their oreateſt Praiſes it is .to be 


the Maintainers, and Cheriſhers of a Regular 


Nevotion, a Reverend Worſhip, a true, a decent 
Piety ; which, when ever it loſes its Decence, 
will ſoon-after loſe its: Reverence, and its Truth, 
But as long as Religion is protefted, by: the ſu- 
preme Power, in its Decence, as well as Truth, 
fo long it will make an abundant [Return for the 


Prote&ion it receives; it will bean invincible 


Support to the Supreme Power itſelf. 
+ Thus far we have confidered one Corruption of 
Religious Zele, that, which-trangreſles in unbrid- 
led Exceſs ; and fome of thermoſt effeQual Cures, 
for ics Diſtempers, have bin. propoſed: out of the 
Word of God; *which, your perceive;')inftead-of 
a blind Zele, only approves a Zele according;ts 
| Knowledge; inſtead of a bitter, teaches us a/cha- 
ritable Zele ; inſtead of a wicked:Zele, a Z:zle: for 
good things ; - inſtead ofthe: Jewiſh/Zelots, re 
commends to us: the moſt.Gracious'Example' of 
the great Founder of Chriſtianity, 
_ -:5Theſfe are-ſome, though 1 cannot ſay all, nor 
the-greateſt parr,- of the:moſt common Diſcaſes, 
and/neceſſary Remedies of Exceftive Zele, . For 
thar, when ir.gets looſe, and grows intemperate, 
iswont-to- viglate ſo many, almoſt all;-potz6aly 
1919 F - _ pop 
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Spiritual Graces, bur even Moral Virtues, and 
| Diftates of Nature ; that the Medicines for it, be- 
ing to be fetch'd from fo many, not only Spiri- 
tual Graces but even Moral Precepts,and Natural 
Laws; it is impoſtible to bring them all within the 
Compaſs of a Sermon, 

I now could moſt heartily wiſh,thac1 had no- 
thing to ſay on the other fide : that there were 
not another Extreme of Zele {till left behind un- 
touch'd : which offends as much in the Defe&, 
as the other docs in the Exceſs, But it muſt be 
confefled:that Irreligion, Indifference, Carele(s- 
nefs in Religion are as much ſhore of - true Zele, 
as unruly Paſſion, and furious Contention in Spi- 
ritual things, docs exceed the true Bounds of a ſo- 
ber Zele, | 

ACaution,that is moſt carefully to be regard- 
dedbyallChriſtians,and cheifly by us'of this Age. 
Far it is generally found by (ad Experience, that 
both theſe Extrems of Zele ; the Exceſs, the De. 
fe&; are wont either to meet together in the ſame 
times, and places, or immediately to ſucceed one 
another, and often inthe Minds of the very ſame 
Men, Alas! too ſeldome,in Religious Matters,do 
men {trive, to corre& any one Error of Beleif, or 
—_— moderate Truth,or Praiſe; too 
often 
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often they oppoſe it with another Error, 2s bad; 
or worſe, Does not Looſeneſs of Life;and a want 
of neceſfary Sobriety in ſome yon; od frequone- 
ly drive'orhers into Rigors, that are unneceffary? 
Does not the freſh, To prefent Abhorrence of 
tnordinare Zele, and its: ffs, too oftew-incline 
too many; to think the worſe of all Religion 2 
* Whit then remains to be moſt Seriouſly with'd 
for, and adviſed ? But that we ſtudiouſly provide 
againſt both theſe Dangers alike ? Alike againſt 
the Fury of Zele; and againſt the Scandal! of Pro. 
phanefs: but! nor by the afliftance of cither'6f 
them againſt the ocher ?: that we try to ſuppreſs 
all Licenciouſnels of Life, and' Manners;- not by 
Enthuſiaſm, notby Superfticion,” bur by a ſober, 
anaffedted, reforable, tha | is, by true Chriſtian 
Piety | 
We have felt,” and " do fear the fa Influ- 
ence of aFiry, Fierce Religion, 0n-all fides 
of us: Here from an Enthuſiaſtical, PrivatSpirie; 
there fronba pretended Catholie Spiriez -butpri- 
var t00, .|yet-God forbid that eitht® of theſe Dif 
graces of Religion ſhould be alleged as*an Ex- 
cufe, or mide an Argument, of exrrying dhy man 
too far/ oh the contrary, 'to oy; Frrtlipion. 
We have heard; and known the Name Hblyneſs 
F 2 abuſed 
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abuſed rothe moſt Deſtru&ive Deſigns: yer God 
forbid, that the thing icſelf ſhould be therefore 
deltsoy;d, an aBretenge of its, own Vindication, 
Wegof all Nations woder Heaven,bave juſt.Reaſon 
to abhor. all. falſly- inſpired. Principles of Godly- 
neſs : - But God forbid :we ;ſhquld/oppoſe them 
wich ungadly; Arheiſtical,PraRtiſes which will in 
1th rather, ſtrengthen the other,. andgivepghem 
more Authoricy,- | Qur-;Church, and State haye 
big: offen;Well nigh! opprels d by. rhe vialent, Et- 
teas of a Neluding: Fpiric, and Religigus. Hypo- 
Fi{y.,-i» Apd-howiis that to be prevented for 
the fatute 2, Certainly;not by qpen Implety 5, in 
whichchers js 9 IPjſguife; no Byponrily;1chough 
perhaps” vacjecbetiers od morg|modeſt, tf chere 
W&IE:; Any and;all e&her!! if uchSpiritual De- 
luſions are beſt, are only to be reformed by the 
Genuns} exirs ofjcfipnere;Religion.aConforma- 
ble Devotion, [andithe" ell "_ rele of the 
tr} Ghupian SPIN; | 

-inOfall £ the iÞ iginles of R—_ ABioas, "Ig 
COR eZ are;the, mal} Eowertul. Even 
thetfalle.Zele-isia ftrongerr Principle: of Atting, 
__ I than any. other, but the true ; nn- 


4 Zele,is-rhg.ſtrongeſt of all, 
ann en ah Ing Naturgl 
ourage, 
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Courage,or Exattneſs of Diſcipline, or even Ho- 
nar itſelf, 

Wheretore ſeeing we are to contend againſt the 
Violence of falſe Zele, and che Obſtinacy of Sedu- 
ced Conſcience in ſo many (everal Shapes ; may 
. we furniſh our ſelves with that Defence, that Af. 
filkance, which only is more powerful chan choſe 
are, With true Conſcience may our AﬀeCtions 
be moſt firmly Uniced cowards the Government: 
with true Zele may our Hearts be moſt ardently 
inflamed coour Religion. Ler us once be truly 
zelous towards God, and we ſhall ſoon infallibly 
be United within our ſelves. For true Zele in 
Religion is of/all things the beſt means of Union: 
Itis,of all things;the molt irrefiſtible Enemy, che 
fureſt Friend, 

: Too long has this moſt Heavenly Grace, this 
Beauty of Holynels, this Bright, this Noon-day 
Glory of all Virtue, this Spiric, this Life of the 
Life'of-true Religion ; for ſo all Zele ſhould be, 
 ſo-all.cre'Zele 1s; roo; long has this bin: captiva- 

ted in-our Enemies Tents,of both Parties;roo long 
by; them has it bin counterteited,by the Jeſuirs,by 
the Schilmatics; too long by-them have the falſe 
Shews,andlmages of it bin employed, for the moſt 
mſcheivois Ends;; for the C onfufion of Conſct- 
ences, 
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ences, of Churches, of Kingdoms ; for the Sub« 
verſion of Religion,of Governors,of Government; 
for Ends too: Horrid, to be here, or any where, 
particularly mentioned, 

Art length, ler us of this Church 5 the beſt 
Ehurch in che Chriſtian World ; and it would 
be the moſt floriſhing Church too; if all the 
Members of it had a Zele for it, proportionable to 
its Goodneſs; at length let us rowz up our ſelves 
ro reſcue this captived Zele, to reſtore it to its 
own juſt Liberty ; co its own true, truly Chri- 
ftian, truly Primitive Chriſtian Works. 

Fromall ſuch Antichriſtian Raptures of Zele ; 
which we too often hear of, in theſe Laſt, and 
Worſt Ages of the World ; let us withdraw our 
Thoughts, and lift up our Minds to the Imitation 
of the moſt Chriſtian Examples of ir, as: of our 
Saviour Himſelf,ſo of his Apoſtles,and Diſciples, 
in the firſt, and cherefore the beſt. Ages, 

When God firſt touched their Hearts with this 
Coal from. the Altar ;, firſt kindled-this'Holy 
Five of Zele in their' Breaſts ; what was. the Sign 
of it? not a dark,ſmothering, hot, offenfive, un- 
comfortable Smoak, but a pure, cleer, propitious 
Flame. ' ©, Whar were the EfteQs of thar Flame ? 
how: were they Zelous? how within themſelves ? 

- nor 
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not only 4n unmoveable Faith towards God ; but 
in Shewing their F aith by 1beir Works. How were they. jan. 2. 1. 
zelous for the Church of God ? Net- concerning 

Zele, perſecuting the Church ; not in making little Phil 3.6. 
Differences between Particular Churches ;: not 

in Striving for a groundleſs Dominion of one 

Church over all thereft : bur for the Welfare,and 
. Happineſs of the wholeCatholicChurch of Chriſt, 

How were they zelous for the Gfory of God? not 

by Violence, or Malice, or Revenge againſt any ; 

not even againſt their Oppreflors : bur only by 

their own Labours, and Prayers, and Patience, 

and Magnanimity in Suffering. How were they 

zelous in Reſpet to their Temporal Governors ?- 

Rot to reliſt for Conſcience ſake, but rather wbe fſub- zu ,.. . 
jet, forthat very Reaſon : not by open Rebel. 
lion, not by private Machinations ; but in Bleſ. 
fing, and Serving, and Submitting to their Em- 
perors, though they were Idolaters 3 and obey. 
ing thew, in all things, except their Idolatry, 
 Andcan any Man poflibly doubt,but the ſame: 
meek, humble, and peaceable Zele is enough for 
the molt perfett Chriſtians of this Age; which 
was ſufficient for the Primitive Chriſtians ? whom - 
to imitate is our duty ; but. for us to think to- 
excell them were the greateſt Preſumption, Can 
1% 
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it beimagin'd; but the ſame Zele with which they 
ſo earneſtly preſt the Duty of Obedience to Prin- 
ces, who were Mortal Enemies to the Faith ; the 
ſame, we ought ro ſhew for the Faith itſelf; and 
the true Defenders of ic ? Can it be reaſonably 
queſtioned, but che ſame Way which they took to 
begin the Goſpel, and to found the Church of 
Chriſt, is ſtill the beſt way to continue it, where ' 
it is Begun,and co make it Hloriſh,where it is eſta- 
bliſhed ?. 
- . Sotherefore are we to Temper, ſo to Employ. 
our Zele as they didtheirs : to Temper it, I;can 
never- repeat this too often, to. Temper it,/ with 
Innocence, and Benigniry, and: Charity ; to Em- 
ploy it againſt Sin,and Diſobedience,and Schiſmz 
in unfeigned Piety towards God, in Unſhaken 
Duty to his Vice-gerent, in Hearty Obedience to 
his Church. oo 
Moſt ſurely theſe are good things, the beſt 
things in this World, and the next.. Wherefore ic 
is good, for us to be always-zelouſly affe&ed to- 
wards them. And if we he ſo, ,we-need.not fear, | 
but God Almighty will till Preſerve them and 
Proſper us in their preſervation; which God of hig | 
Lo— Mercies grant, Amen. | i 03 
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